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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported us with Aladdin Trouble. It was a     
wonderful performance and all the pupils did us proud.  
 
As we reach the end of the academic year, I would like to thank you for the 
support you have given to all staff, the senior leadership team and Mrs Langley
-Sadler. 
 
We have two new projects due to start in September. Firstly, we have our   
supported internship programme at Fairfield Hospital. Nine students are on the 
programme and they are all looking forward to working in different roles in the 
hospital. They will attend the hospital full-time Monday-Thursday and work with 
Mrs De Leon and Miss Rose. 
 
Secondly, we have the start of our library internship. We will be working within 
school in the first instance until the Unsworth Library building project has     
developed into a community hub. We are very excited about this project and 
hope that our college students will gain confidence dealing with customers and 
working alongside members of the community. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all out Year 14 students and our Year 11 students 
who are leaving the very best of luck. They have been fantastic ambassadors 
for Elms Bank and I wish them all the very best as they start their new college. 
 
I do hope you all have a wonderful summer and all our students have a        
well-earned rest. I look forward to seeing you all in September.  
 
Elaine Parkinson 
Executive Headteacher  
 
Library Funding  
As you are already aware we are looking to raise in excess of £50,000 towards 
the refurbishment of Unsworth Library. During the last term the fundraising 
committee have been focusing on fundraising inside and outside of school. We 
held a non-uniform day on the 7th July to raise funds towards the Library. We 
have lots of exciting and fun things planned for next year to assist with the 
fundraising including a pupil cake sale, coffee morning and lots more. If you are 
interested in volunteering to be involved in fundraising or would like to make a 
donation then please email: enquiries@elmsbank.co.uk 

Welcome from the          

Executive Headteacher 

mailto:enquiries@elmsbank.co.uk


 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
I cannot quite believe that the end of school year is upon us, this marks 

the end of my first year as Head of School and what a year it has been! 

Thank you for all your support this year.  

To end the year with such a wonderful performance, Aladdin Trouble 

was fully uplifting and I know all the students thoroughly enjoyed taking 

part in the performance and working behind the scenes. I am so proud 

of all the pupils, they were exceptional and all those in attendance   

echoed this. 

The summer term has also brought us the summer fayre, which I hope 

you enjoyed as much as I did. Thank you for helping us raise an    

amazing amount of money.  

The summer term is tinged with some sadness as we say goodbye to 

our Year 14 and some of our Year 11 leavers however, the Prom     

certainly helped us to celebrate their time with us at Elms Bank. Each of 

the pupils have grown into people we are immensely proud of and so 

happy they have been part of Elms Bank. We wish them all the luck in 

world in their new ventures.  

We are crossing our fingers for all the Year 11 pupils who sat their 

GCSE’s and look forward to coming together and celebrating their    

results on the 23
rd

 August.  

I wish all of you a fun-packed summer holiday and cannot wait to hear 
everyone’s  adventures from their Summer Holidays.  

 
Orienne Langley-Sadler  
Head of School 

Welcome from the          

Head of  School 
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Children’s Adventure Farm Trust 

Students from Tree groups and SP attended a residential to the 

Children’s Adventure Farm Trust in June. During the visit          

students had a great time. We met the alpacas, miniature       

donkeys, goats, chickens and birds. We were told about how to 

care for the animals and most students fed and held some of the 

animals. 

The weather was glorious-we took full advantage by participating 

in ‘slip and slide’ where we took turns sliding down a slippery 

slope, coated in bubbles. Some students participated in rebound 

sessions and there was even time for setting up our own         

residential band in the music room.  

We squeezed in a visit to Blackpool Zoo and made the lion show. 

We were supplied with amazing food and tasty treats throughout 

our visit. It was brilliant! 

A huge thanks to all the students for their great behaviour, the 

school staff for their hard work supporting the students and      

finally, to CAFT for giving us so many wonderful memories! 
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Children’s Adventure Farm Trust Funday—Burrs 

Burrs had a wonderful time at CAFT       

enjoying a fun-filled day.  They played with 

the musical instruments and explored the 

park.  They all coped really well accessing 

the activities on offer. Well done Burrs. 
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World of Work Day 
 

This year, our Year 7s, 8s and 9s took part in our ‘World of Work’ 
day. This is an annual event where we invite in organisations from 
different sectors, or make visits to sites to learn more about   
working life and the many career paths available. 

 

Some of our KS3 students visited Diggerland in Yorkshire, and 
had a fantastic time exploring the construction world on diggers, 
dumpers, bulldozers, and even on a swing in a giant JCB scoop!  

 

Another group visited Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue     
Service Training Centre in Bury; not only did this give our students 
a great insight into a career in the Fire and Rescue Service, it also 
informs visitors of all ages about how to protect themselves 
against fire and other dangers. 

 

Peel group thoroughly enjoyed learning more about what it’s like 
to work in a supermarket on their tour of Morrisons.  

 

In addition, many businesses from our local community very kindly 
gave up their time to deliver some brilliant workshops to the     
remainder of our students at school, including; Slattery’s, Viper 
and Vine, Warburtons and Incredible Edible.  

 

The day was a great success and our learners had an amazing 
time learning about the world of work.  

 

The feedback from all our visitors was one of delight and          
admiration for our students, for their participation and enthusiasm 

in all the workshops.  

 

We look forward to doing it all again next year! 
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Maple class have been very busy this term, creating a flower yard which 
was held at the annual Summer Fayre. Pupils worked as part of a team to 

decorate plant pots in unique and individual designs. Everybody then 
helped to plant petunias into the pots ready for sale to customers at the 
fayre. Maple class have some very green fingers; John, Donna, Adam and 

Amina enjoyed planting the flowers whilst Humaira, Asim, Naomi and Max 
added some creative flair and enjoyed decorating the pots!  

Pupil’s also handmade indoor plant displays using succulent cuttings and 
recycled gardening materials. This required getting a little messy which was 

lots of fun, especially as everybody mucked in to tidy up afterwards! 

MAPLE 

CLARENCE 

After a very stressful few weeks of 
working extremely hard, Clarence 
unwound during a lovely trip around 
Heaton Park using all of their skills 
that they had learnt over the year, 
we stopped on the way for an ice 
cream as a treat and said a quick 
hello to the ducks. We had a lovely 
afternoon! 
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PARR 
 

Year 10 pupils from Parr and Beech recently spent a Friday running 
their very own stall on Bury Market, it was a fantastic end to a week 
full of work experience opportunities planned and organised by the 
Applied Learning team at Elms Bank.  

They sold a selection of handmade gifts made by the talented and 
creative pupils of Elms Bank, successfully applying a range of 
knowledge and skills within this real-life situation. They raised over 
£130!  

Well done!   

A special thanks to Prime 
Printing Designs who 
generously donated a 
variety of toys and games 
during this valued and 
enjoyable experience. 
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Cornerstone Coffee Shop 5
th

 Anniversary 
 

Cornerstone Coffee Shop has celebrated its 5th birthday, with 

cake and drinks for all its valued customers. 

We have been working in partnership with Cornerstones, since    

opening in June 2012.  Ann Whittleworth, the founder of the          

community run café, has seen many, many students take part 

in regular work experience, supporting their small army of     

volunteer staff at this popular café in Unsworth.   

We would like to thank Ann and all the volunteers that work 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Your support enables our 
young learners to gain valuable ‘on the job’ experience, working 
in a café.  We look forward to many more years working        
together.                 

Applied Learning Team 
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Village Greens in Prestwich 

Village Greens is an independent co-operative, which first opened in 
2014.  It describes itself as being 'owned by the community for the   
community with an emphasis on affordable fresh produce, wholefoods 
and an array of goodies from local suppliers, growers and farmers'. 

They say they aim to 'bridge the gap' between convenience stores and 
supermarkets and 'trade with integrity, sourcing fair trade and ethical 
suppliers, developing open and honest communication with local     
growers and farmers and providing a fantastic place to come and do 
your daily and weekly shop'. 

Residents were invited to learn about the group's work within the local 
community, as well as with Elms Bank Adult Learners, Eat Pennines, 
and Incredible Edibles Prestwich, all of whom were present. 

Over the past four years, Village Greens has supported work experience 
placements for young people with learning disabilities. Students at Elms 
Bank College attend the store for one morning per week, carrying 
out a number of tasks around the store, supporting their personal, social 
and development skill in readiness for work; while giving them a sense 
of pride and belonging. 

Rachel Getliffe, one of the founders of Village Greens, said: "It was    
fantastic to make people aware of the very worthwhile work we do in the 
local community with organisations.  We are extremely proud of our 
commitment to supporting the local community and economy,         
providing employment volunteering work placements and collaboration 
with local food enterprises." 

http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
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This year’s school production has    
officially been the best learning       
experience for all pupils. Over 100   
pupils performed in our amazing 
school production of ‘Aladdin Trouble.’ 
The rest of the pupils contributed to 
box office, props, merchandise or    
catering whilst following a timetable 
based around the theme of ‘Aladdin.’  
 
The pupils performed with great     
confidence to an audience of 600 over 
three performances. Thank you to all 
our parents and friends for coming to 
watch our wonderful show.  
 
We think ‘Aladdin Trouble’ was our 
best show yet! 
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L8R@EB 
 
Elms Bank pupils can get fit and have fun at the same time this 
summer thanks to Alan Hargreaves and his fabulous fundraising 
with the regulars from the Goat’s Gate pub, Whitefield. Regulars 
at the pub raise money every year by donating some of the       
proceeds from their charity football cards to local causes.  
 
Keeping in with the sporty theme L8R@EB, our extended schools 
network have been able to purchase new soft archery sets, a set of 
dodgeballs,  2 steppers, 2 exercise bikes and a cross trainer PLUS 
a whole heap of wonderful arts and craft supplies. All the       
equipment will be used throughout the summer holiday             
playschemes and at lunchtime and after school clubs when we all 
come back to school in September.  
 
On behalf of every body at Elms Bank we would like to say a      
massive thank you to Alan and all the regulars at the Goats 
Gate  for their very generous donation of £750 of much needed 
equipment. 
 
If you have any queries regarding L8R@EB, please contact 
Yvonne Hall, Hall.Y@elmsbank.co.uk. 

Royal Exchange Theatre 

Students in Crompton class took part 
in a SEN Festival that was funded by 
the Cooperative Bank as part of a drive 
to look at ways of celebration SEN in 
the arts. The festival comprised of 8 
schools across Greater Manchester 
that were to create a devised piece of 
theatre based upon the theme of    
Acceptance and Understanding. 

Crompton class used a poem as a 
stimulus to build their performance into 
a beautiful and emotive piece entitled 
'The Greatest Gift.'  

They performed with professionalism 
and confidence and I am very proud of 
them all.  

What a wonderful achievement.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Randstad SEN Sports Day  

Elms Bank attended Randstad SEN Sports Day on the 11 June.  

Martin Hopkins—Senior Business Manager @ Randstad stated, 

“As always, athletes from Elms Bank were a credit to your 

school, they all participated and behaviour was exceptional. We 

were delighted you could attend again.”   

Fantastic feedback—well done Elms Bank 

Summer Fayre 

The Summer Fayre is run by the Friends of Elms Bank and it 
was a great success.  There was a fantastic turn out from      
students and local community members also. In total we raised 
approximately £1500. Each class was given £10 and produced 
their own ideas and items to sell on their stall. It was a great   
opportunity for the young people to practice their money skills 
and transfer them into a real life situation.  It also gave them a 
social opportunity, conversing with a mixture of people of        
different ages and backgrounds. If any parents/carers are       
interested in joining the Friends of Elms Bank committee then 
please express your interest to friends@elmsbank.co.uk. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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YEAR 11 & YEAR 14 PROM 
Students in Year 11 and Year 14 celebrated their successes and 
achievements by attending the school prom.  Everyone had an 
amazing time and were glammed up ready to party!  Students 
boogied the night away and a visit from our ice cream man went 
down a treat. 
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CHARITY 
Porch Boxes Charity 

 
Elms Bank are still collecting food throughout 2018 to provide food 
boxes to agencies working with people who have little or no access 
to emergency food throughout Bury and Rochdale. and if anyone 
feels they can contribute food products or cosmetics this would be 
most welcome.  Please leave any donations at reception. 

The Ginger Ninjas 

The Ginger Ninjas and Co took part in 

Gung-ho, Britain's largest obstacle 

course. Despite being wet and VERY 

muddy, everyone finished the course in 

good spirits and planning to complete it 

again next year. They raised £300 for 

equipment for new hydro pool. 

Skydive 

Four brave staff skydived 15,000ft to raise money for   

Manchester’s Children’s Hospital.  Over £1,000 has 

been raised !!  
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2018 Tariff Increase Communication 
 
Following a prolonged period of low inflation in 2016, during which we have 
been able to maintain our prices, UK inflation rates rose to a high of 2.8% in 
Autumn 2017, as measured by the CPI index. Pressures due to a sharp fall 
in the pound since the EU referendum have affected many aspects of the 
running costs of many UK business, and as a result we are now experiencing 
cost increase pressures from many of our suppliers, and unfortunately the 
school cannot continue to absorb cumulative inflationary rises. 
 
Increases in fuel prices and the rise of the national living wage in 2018 have 
also had an effect on the final costs passed on to the consumer, and        
although the caterers have been absorbing food inflation increases where 
possible, this is now also at a 3-year high.  
Below are a few of the communications regarding food prices this year; 

Brexit A number of the increases are reported to be directly linked 
to this decision, due in part to the British Pound continuing to    
struggle. Around 40% of the UK’s food supply is currently imported, 
and prices of food produce that is grown locally is also effected by 
demand pressures and the common market. 

Salad and Fruit affected by fluctuating £ and Brexit effect  
Dairy including butter – increases of up to 15.8% in this area due to 

excessive demand 
Canned Tuna is rising due to pressure on the £ and increased 

costs of fishing 
Grains, effecting flour and bread have seen sharp increases due to 

low crop yields 
 

In order to avoid increases in food costs from affecting other areas of the 
school budgets and negatively impacting how we can use funds in the     
education of our pupils, we are reluctantly increasing prices to the consumer 
from September 2018 up to the price of £2.50 per meal. The current meal 
price has not been changed since September 2016 meaning the school and 
their partners have been absorbing increases in costs until this point. 
We will continue to offer activities designed around our pupils making healthy 
choices and strive to promote a positive food culture.  
 
Dinner money is due at the beginning of each week.   
 
Cost is £12.50 per week. 
 
Please pay via ParentPay, if you need any assistance with this, please    
contact the office. 

School Dinners 
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Unsworth Library—Update 

We are in the initial stages of launching a new community 
hub at Unsworth Library. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
Elms Bank college students to explore new enterprise        
opportunities, and to get hands on experience in a customer 
focused environment. A number of students from our college 
provision visited the library on 4th June to view the site and to 
learn more about the community hub, and the wide range of 
upcoming opportunities. Our students brought some brilliant 
ideas with them and it was great to hear more about their   
vision for the hub. The response was very positive and      
students appear genuinely excited and eager to get involved.  

Hydro Pool—Update 

Progress has been made for the new Hydro Pool and 
is scheduled to be completed December 2017.   

Refer to www.bury.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
for qualifying  criteria or call 0161 253 
5858. 
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BURY EST 
Employment, Support and Training 

Bury Employment Support and Training are a Supported Employment Service  offering advice, 

support and practical assistance to disadvantaged and disabled ‘funded’ customers into      

employment, and meaningful activities such as independent living, independent travel, and life 

skills. 

Home to the The Welly Café and based at The Lodge House in Manchester Road Park in Bury, 

we work in partnership with employers, individuals and organisations to create a socially      

inclusive and diverse workforce. 

Bury EST has vast experience (over 25 years) in the supported employment arena and have 

worked with local and national stakeholders and partner organisations to successfully deliver 

various supported employment projects. 

Working to an agreed Development Plan, Bury EST offer “packages” of support, tailored to 

individual needs, to move people forward to achieve desired outcomes. Customers working 

with our support are given the opportunity to try a variety of activities to increase their     

employability and independence skills. 

For more information on the funding criteria, please contact 0161 253 6588. 

Who are Bury EST? 

What do we do... 

ELMSBANK UPDATE 

Summer 2018 

We operate within the park on Manchester Road in Bury maintaining two bowling greens and 

surrounding garden areas.  We also run two café’s that are open to the public where customer 

engage in preparing food and drinks, cleaning and serving customers.  We run practical course 

in IT and money management and also run courses in life skills including healthy living, house 

keeping and travel training and many other courses for our customers personal development.  

We hold a job club which helps customers write a cv, apply for jobs and work on interviews 

skills.   
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Work Placements 
We have a number of customers who 

have recently been on work placement. 

Karl at Cormar Carpets, Daniel at the Tea 

Room, and Ellie at RSPCA in Rochdale.  A 

few people are  still out working like   

Aaron at Radcliffe Primary Care. Steve, 

Daniel & Pete just start at Rebuild in 

Bury.   

Thank you to all the local business that 

support us and well done to all our      

customers for completing successful 

Customer Case Study 

Poppy uses her personal 

budget to attend Bury EST 

during college holidays.  We 

will be working with Poppy to 

help develop her independent 

living skills, social skills and 

employability skills. Poppy 

loves baking with Linda, her 

Support Worker.   She also 

gets involved in gardening and 

other group activities.  

Employer Visits — Argos 
Our Tuesday Group visited both the Argos Store at 

Bury and the Distribution Centre at Heywood.  We got 

to see the journey all goods take from the warehouse 

through the store and in to customers hands.  The 

group found the visit very interesting and we are now 

looking at work placements.   

Thank you to Argos for your time and support! 

The Brew Room is the former Park Rangers break room.  Our customers now use it as a 

break room, where they meet in the morning for drinks and breaks through the day.  We 

also use it as a training room for park related activities. It was a need of a refurbishment 

so in November our customers started to plan what works needed to be done.  We wrote 

letters to local companies asking for donations of 

paint, furniture and flooring.  Over the next 5 

months our customers, prepared the room by re-

moved existing furniture restored all the doors and 

seating bench.  They then painted, the new kitchen 

units and walls, inside and out.  Built a plinth for the 

woodburner and undertook a deep clean of the 

whole area.  The room opened on 18th April 2018 

and many of our customers and donors attended.   

The Brew Room Project 

The Welly Community Café,  

Manchester Road Park 

Saturday 1st September 2018 

All Welcome 
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Park Maintenance 
Our customers manage and maintain a bowling green and pitch n put within our project 

grounds as well as the surround grass and flower beds.  They are trained to use lawn 

mowers and other gardening equipment plus completing Health & safety training and 

using PPE. 

We have allotments in which we grow our own vegetables and hire allotment space out 

to member of our wider community.  We hire our bowls and golf clubs too.  

We also keep the wider park clear of litter on our regular litter picks which our customer 

enjoying doing and keeps the park nice for the whole community. 

 

Barnfield Project 
Barnfield is the councils green houses where 

they grow and plant all the boroughs flowers 

and from where the “Bloom In Bury” is based.  

We use one of their green house to complete 

our Project of making Hanging Baskets and 

Tubs which we sell to raise funds.  The Project 

Lead Officers, Dominic and Zerqa planned and 

organised the project and all our customers 

took part.  We planted 130 hanging baskets 

and 130 tubs all of which sold.  Our customers 

then took care of the plants until they were 

ready for sale and moved them to the park for 
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Department for  

Communities and Well Being 

Contact us 
Phone: 0161 253 6588 

Address: The Lodge, 157 Manchester Road, Bury, BL9 0TD 

Our customers love to 

bake and we bake all our 

cakes to sell in our café’s.  

We make celebration 

cakes and for Mothers 

day our customers made 

cakes to sell but to also 

take home for mum!  At  

Easter we held a raffle for 

a cake. 

Cafés 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@ Manchester Road Park, Bury, BL9 0TD 

Monday to Friday—9.30am till 3.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

@ Living Well Centre, Morley Street, BL9 9JQ 

Monday to Friday—10am till 3.00pm  

Our customers  work in our cafes on a rota basis, learning 

about Health & safety in the kitchen and food hygiene.  They 

learn basic food prep, how to make hot drinks and move on 

to preparing customer order for hot and cold food.  We teach 

them customer service, how to take order and how to serve 

them.  At the end of the service they learn how to clean the 

kitchen and dinning area ready for the next day.  We cook 

our weekly specials in our training  kitchen as part of our 

Basic Cooking Course and lots of other lovely food to sell in 

our cafes. 

Baking 
We offer a Buffet Ser-

vice for local business 

and a our customer 

prepared all the food.  

We can cater for all 

Special Dietary re-

quirements and prices 

start at £5 per head 

Buffet Project 

Follow us on Facebook—The Welly Community Cafe 
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Social Opportunities & Activities 

Recommended by Parents of  Elms Bank 

Boomerang Centre 

Sunday - 9.00 am – 11:00 am for  
people with special needs and their 
families only 
 
£4.70 a session 
Unit 2, Woodhill Street, Bury 
0161 764 4842 
 
Boomerang is a multi sensory play 
centre.  A charity formed in Bury in 
2007 by a group of parents and    
carers with a vision to cater for all 
children throughout the region,    
regardless of their ability level or 
needs.   

 
 
 
 
 
Jigsaw, Unit 8, Bury Business Centre, 
Kay Street, Bury,  
0161 253 6853 / 6308  
 
Jigsaw is a sports and social group for 
young disabled people, based in 
Bury. Their aims are to promote fun, 
freedom and Independence; support 
people to enjoy an active social life, 
help people reach their sporting    
potential and maintain a healthy        
lifestyle. 
 
Membership is free. 

Middleton Trampoling Club 
 
Rochdale Leisure Centre, Entwistle Road — 07432 789499 
 
Open to all regardless of age, sex, disability or ability.  Fully trained support staff in 
all classes to provide 1-2-1 support for those who need a little extra help. 
 
Wednesday     Saturday 
7.45pm-8.45pm - recreational session 3.15pm - 4.15pm - recreational session 
      4.15pm - 5.15pm - recreational session 
 £6.00 per hour 
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St. John Ambulance Cadets 
 
A great way for teens and young  
people to take part in volunteer work 
and learn valuable life skills. 
 
£72 a year or £6 a month 
 
Students entitled to free school meals 
can be offered financial assistance. 
 
0161 443 0100 www.sja.org.uk 
Please contact for further              
information & booking details 

 

Aiming  
High 

 

Drama and sensory workshops for 
young people with mental and physical 
disabilities. With plenty of artistic and 
creative opportunities these workshops 
are lots of fun and a great way to make 
friends.  
 
Juniors 9-13 
Every Saturday  - 10am-11.30am  £3 
 

Seniors 14-18 
Every Saturday  -  11.30am-1.30pm  £4 
 
The Met, Market Street, Bury  
0161 761 2216  

Autism friendly films are special screenings of children's films, where subtle 
changes to the traditional cinema environment are made, namely: 

 Lights are left on low. 
 The sound is turned down. 
 Trailers and adverts are not played.  
 It's ok for people to move around during 

the screening and make a bit of noise  
 
They’re screened on the last Sunday Morning of every month.  
For more information, and to download a Social Story, please go to  the website.  
 
There’s a Vue cinema in Bury & Bolton. 
 
Go to www.ceacard.co.uk to apply for a card  which enables a disabled cinema 
guest to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to go with them when they 
visit a participating cinema.  

Active Dance Studios 

Dance, drama and gymnastic classes for all ages and abilities.  

Various days, from £3.50 a session 

Studios in Bury and Bolton. 

www.activedance.co.uk   0161 763 5573  



 26 

 

MOBILE PHONES 

All mobile phones must be given to the office at the start of the day.  They 

will be kept safely locked away, ready for collection at the end of the day. 

REMINDERS 

PARKING 

Parking is available on site, however, if you need to park off site please be 

mindful of our local residents. Make sure you are parked legally and that 

residents have full access to their driveways. 
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