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Concert 

 Annual Choir Trip 
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 Social Events 
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and much, much more ... 

ELMS NEWS 

For Parents & Friends 
Autumn 2018 

Christmas 
Dinner 

Pupils and staff wore their Christmas 

jumpers and enjoyed a Christmas Dinner. 

Festive music playing, crackers pulled 

and a good time was had by all. 
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Dear Parents,  

Thank you for all your support this term. Thank you in particular for your positive     
responses to our school forming a multi academy trust. I hope that those who attended 
the information session found it useful. I will keep you updated with our progress early 
in the New Year. We are very much looking forward to working with Unsworth Primary 
School and Broad Oak Sports College. 

The Supported Internship Programme has gone from strength to strength. I am so 
proud of the roles the students have taken up at Fairfield Hospital. We have students 
working in many different roles and the confidence that this opportunity has brought 
them is inspiring.  

Fundraising for Unsworth Community Hub project is well underway and we were     
successfully chosen as The Co-op’s Good Causes for 2018-19, this is a fantastic        
achievement for the library. Thank you to all of those who have contributed to the  
community hub project, we really do appreciate the offers of fundraising and             
volunteering. We are hoping to start the refurbishment of Unsworth Library early in the 
New Year and will keep you informed of our progress.  

To date our current fundraising total for the community hub project is £68,370.95 
(donations and bids) which is outstanding; we cannot thank you enough for helping us 
to reach this amount.  We are still continuing to raise funds for the community hub and 
will keep you updated with the fundraising. If you wish to donate or raise money    
yourself please contact myself through school or email parkinson.e@elmsbank.co.uk. In 
total we need to raise £100,000. 

I would like to wish you all a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year.  I look forward to 
seeing you all in the next term and thank you 
for your continued support for Elms Bank.  

 
Elaine Parkinson  
Executive Headteacher  

Welcome from the          

Executive Headteacher 
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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you have had a wonderful first term and welcome to the parents/carers of all the year 

7 students. I am honoured that you have chosen Elms Bank for your child and I know that they 

have really enjoyed their first term.  

It was with great sadness that we had to announce the passing of one our students in November, 

Emily. Emily was a member of college, she was a bright, happy girl who loved music and glitter. 

Everyone at Elms Bank will sadly miss her. Staff and students wore bright colours to celebrate 

her life and to remember how much joy she brought to us all.  

We held our annual awards ceremony at The Elizabethan Suite this year and felt that the change 

of venue added to the extravagance of the night. The night was a huge success and it makes me 

so proud to see the students growing every year. We were honoured to welcome James Frith, 

MP of Bury North, as our guest of honour for the evening; he really got into the spirit of the     

evening and thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony. The drama group’s performance of The Greatest 

Showman was exceptional and the student and staff choir performed fantastically as always.  

Our Winter Extravaganza took place recently and it was a huge success. Thank you to all the 

staff and parents for putting together such a fantastic event and thank you to those who visited 

on the day.  

I’m sure you will agree that the Christmas Concert was outstanding! The students put their all 

into the performances and showed unbelievable confidence. The choir from Broad Oak Sports 

College joined us; and put on an excellent performance. The students were sad that they had to 

leave at the interval and have asked their Headteacher if Elms Bank students can attend their 

next performance. This is something that we very much look forward to attending! 

The Hydrotherapy Pool work is really coming on and the progress that the construction company 

have made so far is remarkable. We hope to have the pool open in the spring and look forward 

to the opportunities the facilities will bring for the students. Thank you to all of you for your    

patience in the development of this – we know it will be all worth it when it is up and running! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support towards the school and myself. On 

behalf of everyone at Elms Bank I would like to wish you 

all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look 

forward to seeing you all in January.  

 

Orienne Langley-Sadler  

Head of School 

Welcome from the          

Head of  School 

Emily Moore 13/12/00  -  16/11/18 
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Students from the Tree group classes have had a 
devilishly good time whilst participating in         
gruesome and spooky challenges. Classes took 
part in the ‘mummy wrap challenge’, ‘hunt the     
spiders’ and the ’haunted limbo’. 

Students all had an amazing time and were all 
keen to have some Spooktacular fun with their 
friends. It was a successful afternoon and was   
survived by everyone! 
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On Thursday 11th October we held our annual Awards Evening 

at The Elizabethan Suite in Bury. We were fortunate enough to 

have James Frith, MP for Bury North, attend as our guest of 

honour, he gave an empowering speech and was in awe of our 

young people. A huge congratulations to all the pupils who 

have worked so hard in their exams.  The night was a great 

success and featured performances from our staff and student 

choir.  Our Year 11 and Year 14 pupils were presented with 

their certificates and awards, along with students chosen to 

receive a specialist award.  We were also joined by parents, 

carers, governors, sponsors and other members of the local  

area that support Elms Bank. 

It is always such a wonderful event to celebrate our young   

people’s progress and achievements! 
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Duke of Edinburgh Trip 

We got to the camp site and set up the tents for us to stay in. We got the 

pegs out of the bag and pegged down the tents so they didn’t fly away.  

In the morning we got up and got ready and then headed down towards 

the campsite to make our own breakfast: porridge and cereal.  We        

prepared our lunch ready for our 4 hours walk and we all had to             

understand how to read and know what the map says and where we are 

going so we didn’t get lost. 

We eventually got to where we wanted to go.  We 

arrived at the café for a hot chocolate and then 

headed back towards the campsite. 

When we got back we made our own fire.  We 

now know how to get it lit and to use fire safely 

when cooking food.   

On our last day we packed up our tents, got all 

the pegs out and put them all in the bag and onto 

the bus with the rest of our equipment that we 

used at the camp site. We 

drove back to school and          

unpacked the bus and we all helped each other to get 

everything back into the cupboard away safely.  All 

the equipment is now ready for the next trip we will go 

on to complete our bronze and silver or work towards 

our gold.  

By Callum Jackson  
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Heathfield—Community links 

Heathfield class have shown great independence on visits to 

local shops and parks and have developed in their road 

safety awareness. 

A big well done to all in Heathfield for excellent behaviour 
whilst out in the community. 
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Elms Bank Does Strictly 2018 

The Tree group classes have all had a busy time perfecting their dance routines,   

performance skills and creative costumes to compete in the annual Strictly Come 

Dancing competition. Students from across the department participated in different 

dance styles including cheerleading, spooky, cheesy and world themed dances. 

We started with a professional dance troupe from the ‘Greatest Showman’ dancers. 

They performed an amazing routine for us and set the standard very high indeed. 

We had our judges ready to give feedback and the trophy was a-maz-ing! 

Judges commented on the great team work, performance skills and the ability of 

student participants when making everyone smile. 

The final winners were Willow class who performed a sensory Spanish dance. They 

used musical instruments, Spanish dance moves and had a brilliant choreographed 

fan waving section.  

What a fab-u-lous event!  

Keeeeeeep dancing everyone! 
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Cedar and Beech 

For the PSHE drop down day, Cedar and Beech classes went off to 
Heaton Park to investigate the animals and their habitats. It was a 
very cold day, however everyone had a very exciting time. 

Ripon News 
Ripon have had a fantastic start to the Autumn term! Ripon have continued to do 

some fantastic work in their lessons and are becoming more independent around 

school and in looking after the class trolley! 

Ripon enjoyed our recent PSHE drop down days on 

‘Emotional Wellbeing’ and ‘Anti-bullying’. Ripon enjoyed 

the wellbeing day as they got to explore the foot spas! For 

’Anti-bullying’, Ripon enjoyed taking part in a poetry     

workshop with Paul Jenkins. Ripon also made a lovely 

good friend hand wreath to remind others in school of what 

makes a good friend.  
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Winter Extravaganza 

Our Winter Fayre was a 
huge success and there 
was a buzz around the 
place. Pupils manned their 
stalls and we had lots of 
customers.   

The pupils also were visited 
by some special Disney 
characters which was a 
great surprise to everyone. 

Thank you for all your support in making our 
Winter Extravaganza special. 
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The next meeting of Friends of Elms Bank will be 25th February 2019 at 6pm.  
Everyone welcome. 

Friends of  Elms Bank 

What a wonderful night it was. KS3 students were invited to a 
Christmas Movie night and lots of fun was had by all. The bistro 
was set out like a cinema with lots of comfy beanbags and 
chairs. They loved it! The film was Home Alone 3 which was full 
of Christmas silliness and laughs. There was a break in the  
middle for a hotdog and drink which was well needed. At the 
end the students had had so much fun that they asked for more 
movie nights. 

 

Watch this space KS3 there maybe more! 

 

Happy Christmas Everyone! 
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                       Elms Bank  

                Christmas Concert  
 

Last week we had a very successful Christmas Concert which was 

attended by over 150 friends and family including governors and 

colleagues from the local authority.  

A whopping 80 pupils showcased their talents to the highest     

standard and performed with great enthusiasm and confidence.   

There were performances from the school choir and various       

soloists.  

Although singing will always play a huge part in music events at 

Elms Bank, there were a number of pupils who played instruments, 

including the guitar, drum kit, percussion and keyboard.  

This is a huge achievement for our students due to the challenges 

and difficulties they overcome when learning to play an instrument. 

The students of Elms Bank were joined  by Broad Oak vocal group. 

The audience thoroughly enjoyed the evening and pupils received 

fantastic feedback.  
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Annual Festive Choir Trip to  

St Georges Church 

 

A small number of the school choir have been 
entertaining the crowds at St Georges' Church 
with their fantastic songs and carols.  

The choir performed to over 40 people as they 
enjoyed a festive lunch. The pupils enjoyed 
performing alongside the congregation during 
the carols and were excited to receive over 
£100 donation as a 'thank you' for all their    
efforts. The Arts team will be buying something 
special with this money.  
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Philips class have had an 

amazing start to the year. We 

have been very busy working 

on our spooky topics such as 

Harry Potter, and enjoyed 

making a haunted classroom 

for our Halloween party. We 

have taken part in lots of 

dressing up to help us get into 

character and loved casting 

spells on each other!!  

In our Autumn term we have also 

been cooking up healthy recipes,  

exploring space and building model 

houses!  

Every week we have the opportunity 

to take part in sensory time, lego 

therapy and hydro therapy. These 

activities have helped us to become 

more confident and have improved 

our friendships in class. Well done 

Philips! 
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Sandown News 
 

Sandown have enjoyed a successful start to the Autumn term, they have 

took part in two Drop Down Days linked to ‘Emotional Wellbeing’ and 

‘Anti-Bullying’. They all particularly enjoyed the wellbeing day where 

they took part in lots of workshops about positive mind-set. They made 

friendship cookies for each other and decorated them for their friends, 

they also enjoyed some yoga sessions and foot spas. Some of 

Sandown even chose to explore the great outdoors to keep them happy! 

Sandown have enjoyed studying ‘Space’ in Science and have been  
investigating the different planets. They have also learnt about the    
International Space Station and the different phases of the moon.  
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New additions to our Elmsbank Family 
 

Over the past few weeks Challenge class have been researching 

Chicken Husbandry in our Animal Care lessons.  We have researched 

what types of chickens there are and how to look after them.  

 

We visited a Poultry farm in Preston and asked 

lots of questions of the staff there.  When we  

returned we researched and set up a chicken 

area, making sure we had everything needed to 

keep chickens. 

 

The following week we went back to choose four new friends to join our 

Elms Bank family. The staff at Pear Tree Poultry were fabulous, we 

chose which chickens we wanted and the lady brought them over for us 

to see before putting them in a crate for us.  

 

When we returned to school the pupils were really 

excited about putting the chickens in the new area 

we had created for them.

 

In the next few weeks we will be holding a      

competition to name them, hopefully we will get 

some lovely names.   

The college pupils are really looking forward to 

looking after the chickens for their animal care 

course. 

 

Pupils within school will also have the opportunity 
to learn about Chicken Husbandry during form 
time.  

Bluebelle Speckledy Hen Goldilocks Hen Daisybelle 
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Pupils took part in several workshops around the topic of 

bullying. We had a  poet Paul Jenkin’s who worked with 

the pupils to make their own poem. The pupils were very 

creative and the message that pupils delivered was that 

we will not tolerate bullying. The poem was very         

powerful and they shared it with the rest of the school in 

assembly. 

Pupils were also involved in Anti Bullying Workshop ‘Be 
U….’ Pupils discussed and participated in how to be   
resilient and to speak up and share how they feel. Pupils 
were encouraged to make a pact to watch out and     
support each other.   

PSHE Drop Down Day 



 18 

 

It was so fantastic to see the pupils from Malton class after their 

summer break and hear about the brilliant adventures they had all 

been on whilst on holiday. Malton have made an amazing start to 

Year 8, being involved in some exciting activities in lessons and 

dealing with the changes and challenges a new year brings   

excellently! This year we have even taken on new responsibilities 

in the school, things like Student Council; ‘Wheelchair Buddy’ 

training and signing in Assembly. 

So far pupils have studied Harry Potter in English and have 

looked at the different continents in Global Learning. In   

Independent Living, the class are developing their everyday 

skills including dressing; tying laces and understanding our 

bodies. Product Design and Food Technology lessons have 

allowed the pupils to build on their creativity; making masks 

based on their favourite characters and developing recipes 

for different foods.  

We have also had two PSHE Drop Down Days so far. One 

focused on Emotional Wellbeing and pupils were able to visit a 

spa in the Bistro where they had hand massages; used the foot 

spas and had their nails painted. Our other Drop Down Day was 

all about Anti-Bullying and pupils had a poetry workshop with 

Paul Jenkins. Malton have also presented an Assembly on 

Remembrance Day to the school, discussing the significance of 

the poppy.  
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Wood — Blogs 

Oak  

Oak class have had a brilliant start to the year, with four new members in class. We 

have been busy learning about Treasure Island and Around the World. 

Our students have been developing their skills in communication, showing            

preferences and developing individual routines. We are not afraid of working hard 

and are making lots of progress.  

Students have enjoyed sensory stories, the use of ICT and switches, music and 
rhyme and making up recipes. We have more exciting times to come. We even won 
the school poetry competition with our poem about our very busy class. Everyone 

seemed to like how fun it was. 
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Refer to 

www.bury.gov.uk/

freeschoolmeals for 

qualifying criteria or 

call 0161 253 5858. 

School Dinners 
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MOBILE PHONES 

All mobile phones must be given to the office at the start of the day.  They 

will be kept safely locked away, ready for collection at the end of the day. 

REMINDERS 

PARKING 

Parking is available on site, however, if you need to park off site please be 

mindful of our local residents. Make sure you are parked legally and that 

residents have full access to their driveways. 
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MyMaths 

 

Pupils have access to an online resource called ‘MyMaths’.  Here 

they can practice maths skills or complete homework set by their 

class teachers.  Below are details on how to access it:: 

 

www.mymaths.co.uk 

Username: elmsbank 

Password: compass280 
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Fill in your own details here (these are in your diary or available from your 
Maths teacher) 

Your username is a 3 digit number e.g. 126 

Your password is a set of 3 lowercase letters, e.g. rlt 

Your tasks are here. 

The lesson will give you a practice and some information. 

The online homework is your task.  
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Social Opportunities & Activities 

Recommended by Parents of  Elms Bank 

Boomerang Centre 

Sunday - 9.00 am – 11:00 am for  
people with special needs and their 
families only 
 
£4.70 a session 
Unit 2, Woodhill Street, Bury 
0161 764 4842 
 
Boomerang is a multi sensory play 
centre.  A charity formed in Bury in 
2007 by a group of parents and    
carers with a vision to cater for all 
children throughout the region,    
regardless of their ability level or 
needs.   

 
 
 
 
 
Jigsaw, Unit 8, Bury Business Centre, 
Kay Street, Bury,  
0161 253 6853 / 6308  
 
Jigsaw is a sports and social group for 
young disabled people, based in 
Bury. Their aims are to promote fun, 
freedom and Independence; support 
people to enjoy an active social life, 
help people reach their sporting    
potential and maintain a healthy        
lifestyle. 
 
Membership is free. 

Middleton Trampoling Club 
 
Rochdale Leisure Centre, Entwistle Road — 07432 789499 
 
Open to all regardless of age, sex, disability or ability.  Fully trained support staff in 
all classes to provide 1-2-1 support for those who need a little extra help. 
 
Wednesday     Saturday 
7.45pm-8.45pm - recreational session 3.15pm - 4.15pm - recreational session 
      4.15pm - 5.15pm - recreational session 
 £6.00 per hour 
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St. John Ambulance Cadets 
 
These are a great way for teens and 
young people to take part in          
volunteer work and learn valuable 
life skills. 
 
£72 a year or £6 a month 
 
Students entitled to free school meals 
can be offered financial assistance. 
 
0161 443 0100 www.sja.org.uk 
Tuesdays 6.30—7.45 pm 
Sion Street, Radcliffe. 

 

Aiming  
High 

 

Drama and sensory workshops for 
young people with mental and physical 
disabilities. With plenty of artistic and 
creative opportunities these workshops 
are lots of fun and a great way to make 
friends.  
 
Juniors 9-13 
Every Saturday  - 10am-11.30am  £3 
 

Seniors 14-18 
Every Saturday  -  11.30am-1.30pm  £4 
 
The Met, Market Street, Bury  
0161 761 2216  

Autism friendly films are special screenings of children's films, where subtle 
changes to the traditional cinema environment are made, namely: 

 Lights are left on low. 
 The sound is turned down. 
 Trailers and adverts are not played.  
 It's ok for people to move around during 

the screening and make a bit of noise  
 
They’re screened on the last Sunday Morning of every month.  
For more information, and to download a Social Story, please go to  the website.  
 
There’s a Vue cinema in Bury & Bolton. 
 
Go to www.ceacard.co.uk to apply for a card  which enables a disabled cinema 
guest to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to go with them when they 
visit a participating cinema.  

Active Dance Studios 

Dance, drama and gymnastic classes for all ages and abilities.  

Various days, from £3.50 a session 

Studios in Bury and Bolton. 

www.activedance.co.uk   0161 763 5573  
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Can you find the panda 

amongst the snowmen? 


