
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ripon Avenue   

Whitefield · Manchester 

 

 Special Points of  

 Interest  … 

 

 Pride of Bury Awards 

 Awards Evening 

 Derian House        
Fundraiser 

 Elms Bank Does  
Strictly Come Dancing 

 CAFT Christmas    
Party 

 Winter Extravaganza 

 Winter Arts Festival 

 Social Events 

 

and much, much more ... 

ELMS NEWS 

For Parents & Friends 
Autumn 2017 

Christmas 
Dinner 

Students and staff wore their Christmas 

Jumpers and enjoyed a Christmas Dinner. 

Festive music playing, crackers pulled 

and a good time was had by all. 
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Dear Parents, 

We had a fantastic Awards’ Evening. Pupils were presented with a range of certificates and 
awards. We had a new award this year in memory of Hannah Petterson. This award was The 
Hannah Petterson award for charisma and engagement and was presented to Erin Roberts in 
Year 14. We were all so pleased that Erin won this award. She is a delightful young lady with lots 
of charisma and charm!! 

We voted for our student council in October. The student council meet every 4 weeks and are 
working hard to make improvements in the school. Ben Dewhurst is the Chair of the Student 
Council and Mia Talbot is the Secretary. We know they are going to make a real difference to our 
school. Well done to all of them. 

In November we were visited by the Leader of the Council Rishi Shori. Councillor Shori met lots of 
students. He was really impressed with all the lessons he went into. He loved watching an extract 
from Macbeth which was being performed by Crompton. 

We made some changes to the Governing Body this year. Mrs Pat Walton our Chair of Governors 
made the decision to step down and become the Vice Chair this year. Mrs Walton has been a 
fantastic advocate for our young people and for all our staff. She has worked really hard for the 
school and supported all our events. I would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Walton! 

Our new Chair of Governors is Mrs Bernie Garner. She was thrilled to be elected Chair and I know 
she will also be a real support to the school. She is joined by new parent governors Mrs Saira 
Rana and Mrs Gillian Berry. We would like to offer them a warm welcome to the Governing Body 
alongside Councillor Catherine Preston who is our latest addition. Councillor Preston is also really 
looking forward to being a governor. 

I know many of you are concerned about transport. We are holding a meeting on Wednesday 
24th January 2018 at 7pm to discuss your concerns and decide the approach we should take. If 
you are concerned about this please come to the meeting. 

As you know Elms Bank is keen to form a Multi-Academy Trust. I will be writing to you all in  
January to give you an update on our progress. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year. All the very best for 2018 and many thanks for 
your continued support. 
 

Elaine Parkinson 
Executive Headteacher  

Welcome from the          

Executive Headteacher 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Our first term of the new school year has been jam packed with great experiences for all our 
students and I hope this newsletter goes some way to give you a small taster of everything that 
has happened over the term. 
 
Our Year 7’s have settled in amazingly well to their classes and it was so lovely to see them     
leading our Carol Service in our last week. They really showed the school what fine Elms Bank     
students they have begun to mature into - we were all so proud of them. 
 
The school have held two thought provoking PSHE drop down days where students were engaged 
in workshops for Anti-Bullying week and Emotional Wellbeing. All students thoroughly enjoyed 
the days and much of this work is a talking point in their form groups through the year. 
 
This term saw the launch of our new behaviour policy and we have enjoyed two fun packed   
celebration assemblies. Students have received a wealth of merits and have begun to collect stars 
that mark their achievements. There are also Head of School postcards being sent to all those 
students who have achieved a specific target or really surpassed expectations of the staff. Well 
done to all of you who receive these!  
 
We’ve also enjoyed many school events such as the Awards Evening,  KS3 Social Evening, Moving 
On Event, Winter Arts Festival and the Winter Extravaganza. We have thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
parents and friends of Elms Bank at these events and have other events planned for the rest of 
the school year - we hope you can make them. 
 
Lastly, the school collected for the charity ‘Porch Boxes’ and the Headteacher Ambassadors and 
myself had the complete pleasure of dropping off all the food. The students’ gesture made it into 
the Bury Times and the charity received further donations by us raising the awareness of this 
amazing charity. We are continuing to collect throughout next year - so if you are in a position to 
donate any food or household items please send them into school in the new year and the    
students will make sure they get there. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a fantastic  
New Year, 
 
Orienne Langley-Sadler  
Head of School 

Welcome from the          

Head of  School 
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In October 2017, 13 Inspire college students attended the 

National Apprenticeship Show at the Manchester Central.  

This was a fantastic opportunity for the students to talk to a 

large number of potential employers and find out what is 

available for their future pathway.  With over 50 stalls to 

visit the group had a lot of ground to cover . 
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Complex Needs joined together to have an 

afternoon of spooky fun and games.  

Students participated in activities such as 

pumpkin bowling, wrap a mummy, spooky 

parachute and hunt the spider, to name a 

few. 
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Helen Ashwell our school nurse at Elms Bank for almost 
twelve years has won this deserving award.  Helen goes 
above and beyond for all her students. She has to   
oversee numerous medications and deals with       
emergencies - yet she's always smiling, always cheerful 
and always caring.  She goes the extra mile for staff and 
students at the school and she likes to see how they are 
doing when they leave school.  Despite the fact she 
doesn't do it for recognition, Helen deserves           
recognition as she does it because she loves her job and 
has a great relationship with the pupils. 

OUR PROFESSIONAL     

CARING HERO AWARD  

WINNER: HELEN ASHWELL 
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A huge congratulations to all the pupils who have worked hard in their 

exams.  To celebrate these achievements our annual Awards Evening 

took place on  16th November to recognise pupils’ achievements.  The 

night went without a hitch and all the pupils were presented with their 

certificates and awards.  The ceremony was attended by lots of proud 

parents, carers, governors and staff who clearly wanted to take part in 

such a wonderful celebration. 

Well done!! 



 8 

 

Porch Boxes Charity 
 
Elms Bank pupils and staff have been collecting a range of food products for    
donation to the Porch Boxes charity. The Porch Boxes charity provide food boxes 
to agencies working with people who have little or no access to emergency food 
throughout Bury and Rochdale. On Wednesday, 29 November three Elms Bank 
pupils Umair aged 15, Jessica aged 15 and Morgan aged 17, visited the centre in 
Bradley Fold to deliver a vast array of food products, cosmetics and Christmas 
items. Julia at the centre was really grateful. The students had opportunities to 
unpack the food, sort it and then pack three porch boxes themselves. 
 
Elms Bank are still collecting food throughout 2018 and if anyone feels they can 
contribute further this would be most welcome. 
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Students across school have worked  
incredibly hard this half term to    
participate in fundraising for Derian House, 
a hospice which provides   support for 
young people, their families and respite 
care.  
 
The fundraising took place in memory of  
Hannah Petterson, a student from Elms 
Bank who sadly passed away earlier this 
year.  
 
A bake off cake competition took place and competition entries were 
stunning. Miss Johnston won the ‘Best Baker’ apron as her prize for her 
unicorn cakes and Holly Jones was commended for her amazing dress 
cake! 
 
As part of the fundraising there was a raffle with amazing prizes including 
a luxury hamper from Albion Farm Shop; a chocolate hamper; an amazing 
cake made by Holly, and pamper prizes. We also dressed in something 
pink to celebrate Hannah’s love of the colour pink, and there was a      
balloon release in school with Hannah’s friends and family. 
 
As a result of all the hard work and the amazing generosity of everyone 
we raise £720! This is a fantastic achievement and the money is going to 
an amazing cause. Sue Seddon from Derian House joined us in assembly 
and was so impressed with the amount raised.  
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone for  
contributing - you are all fantastic! 
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Students from the Thrive Pathway participated in their     

annual ‘Strictly Come Elms Bank’ competition. We had 

some very creative dance routines with spins, stunts and 

some very good team work. Students dressed up for their 

part in the competition and outfits were stunning. We had a 

fantastic routine from Grease and another from the Spice 

Girls / Guys. The winning class this year was Beech who 

were rewarded with the Glitter Ball Trophy. Judges were 

impressed with the song choice-Walking on Sunshine and 

the students’ performance skills.  

Well done everyone for taking part and  

keeeeeeeeeeeep dancing! 
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As part of the ‘end of term’ celebrations, some 

students attended a Christmas party day at the 

Children’s Adventure Farm Trust in Lymm.  

Students spent the day participating in a range 

of activities, including animal handling sessions, 

snow play, sports games and a marvellous 

Christmas dinner. Students arrived home very 

tired after the busy day, with lots to tell their 

friends. They even saw Santa, the elves and were 

rewarded with some very nice presents!  

The Children’s Adventure 

Farm Trust 
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Winter Extravaganza 
 

On Thursday 14th December pupils and staff welcomed parents, 
governors and visitors from the local community to take part in 
our Winter Extravaganza. Class teams had taken time to prepare 
fun packed stalls including Lucky Carrot Dip, Bauble Bobbing, 
Guess How Many sweets and our old favourite - the Chocolate 
Tombola! 

College students ran a café; serving breakfasts and hot drinks.  
There were lots of edible treats such as Unicorn Milkshakes for    
visitors and children to try too. 

Students and staff worked incredibly hard to raise over £800.00      
towards supporting residential and educational visits across 
school. We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who  
supported us, all the money raised will make a big difference. 
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Meeting Elsa & Olaf 

We had a surprise visit from Elsa and Olaf from the ‘Frozen’ 

movie. All the pupils were thrilled to see them and even got a 

little fame in the Winter Garden.  
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        The Winter Arts Festival  
 

 

The Arts scene continues to flourish at Elms Bank. Last week we 

had a very successful Christmas Concert which was attended by 

over 100 friends and family including governors and colleagues 

from the local authority.  

A whopping 70 pupils showcased their talents to the highest     

standard and performed with great enthusiasm and confidence.   

Performances included rock bands, school choir, Macbeth and     

various soloists. Although singing will always play a huge part in  

music events at Elms Bank, there were a number of pupils who 

played instruments, including the guitar, drum kit, percussion and 

keyboard.  

This is a huge achievement for our students due to the challenges 

and difficulties they overcome when learning to play an instrument. 

The students of Elms Bank were joined by Unsworth  

Primary School’s choir and Woodhey High School’s  

brass band.  

 

The audience thoroughly enjoyed the evening and  

pupils received fantastic feedback.  
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Pupils were involved in various    work-

shops for Anti Bullying Week.  Pupil’s 

learnt about resilience and how to be-

come buddies to support pupils within 

school. They looked at the   different 

types of bullying and how they could 

manage conflict. Giving them the confi-

dence to speak up and tell someone.  

Pupils did a drama workshop on ‘Bee U 
where they participated in scenarios 
around self-esteem, being different but 
most important being equal.  

PSHE Drop down Day 

Pupils were involved in various    

workshops for Anti Bullying Week.  

Pupil’s learnt about resilience and 

how to become buddies to support 

pupils within school. They looked at 

the   different types of bullying and 

how they could manage conflict.    

Giving them the confidence to speak 

up and tell someone.  

Pupils did a drama workshop on ‘Bee 
U where they participated in           
scenarios around self-esteem, being 
different, but most important being 
equal.  

PSHE Drop down Day 
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Year 7 Thompson are enjoying the challenges 
of Science at Elms Bank. 
 
They have been studying Acids and Alkalis and 
shown their resilience and patience when     
creating natural substances in our Harry Potter 
themed potions class. 

WELCOME TO 

THOMPSON 
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Joanna 
 

I have made new friends and I like the new staff I’ve 

met because they are funny. I have settled in but I 

was a bit nervous and I missed my old school and 

my best friend Willow. I like going on the computers 

and I like food tech, I love the gallery café because 

we have to bring our money to pay and I have tea 

and toast. I love Tuesdays because we have PE, I 

have new friends called Mia and Elisha. 

Elisha  
 
I like Elms Bank because it has a little park, I 
also like the clubs and the school dinners. My 
favourite subject is food tech and PE. I have 
many new friends in my classroom but my first 
new friend helped me make others because I 
was nervous. I like the staff because they are 
really good at helping me and I have   settled 
in. 

Harvey 

I like school, I think Elms Bank is the best  
because teachers and staff help me. My      
favourite lesson is cooking and my favourite 
teacher is everyone of them because they    
always help me. The thing I like about Elms 
Bank is meeting new friends. My favourite club 
after dinner is the computers because I get to 
play games.   

WELCOME TO 

THOMPSON 
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Burrs — Nuttall  Park 
 

Burrs have had a fabulous time exploring Nuttall Park over the 

Autumn term. 

They having developed independence walking to the park and 

whilst on the park equipment as well as walking putting in some 

good steps. 
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Phillips 
Phillips have really enjoyed their recent topic all about ‘Survival’. 
We have learnt some tips by studying Bear Grylls. We now 
know how to survive in the wild! We’ve toasted marshmallows 
by the campfire and built our own tents. Phillips loved choosing 
a location in the world, for their tents to be placed, in order for 
them to survive. Good work survivors!  
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Nuttall 

For Independent Living, Nuttall have been looking at    

personal skills and routines. Over the past couple of 

weeks, we have been looking at how we can look    

after our teeth by brushing them regularly.  

Good work Nuttall!  
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Many thanks for your positive comments about Unsworth Library and 
how we could develop it as part of our school and as a community hub. 
 
If we are successful in our bid we will use the building to benefit both 
our pupils and the community.  This will be a significant project but we 
hope to be able to develop the building. To do this we will need to     
enhance the facilities and also use the skills of a range of people to assist 
us. I put all your comments into the bid. 
 
Thank you ! 
 
I will keep you updated with the progress and the final outcome of our 
bid what we will require to further develop this project. 
 
Elaine Parkinson 
Executive Headteacher 

UNSWORTH 

LIBRARY 
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Parr 
 
Parr class have recently begun 
their journey towards achieving 
an Arts Award at Bronze level, an 
accreditation that inspires young 
people to develop their arts and 
leadership skills.  
 
Pupils are exploring the arts as a 
participant through forming an    
ensemble and learning to perform 
recent popular songs. The first 
being a hit by Maroon 5.  
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Each pupil is developing their arts practice in different ways.  
 
Their communication, teamwork and self-management skills 
are expanding! 
 
Parr are looking forward to continuing on their Arts Award    
journey by experiencing a musical event as an audience 
member.  
 
Lots more fun and learning to experience next term! 
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Key Stage 3 Social Evening 

The ‘Friends of Elms Bank’ hosted our annual Key Stage 3  Social Evening 
in October.   The evening was greatly attended and everyone had fun.  

From milkshakes to karaoke; photo booth to Wheel of Fortune; pizza to 
bingo; there was plenty of entertainment for all of the family. This  social 
evening was one of our best attended and everyone left with a smile on 
their face! 

Friends of  Elms Bank 
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Christmas  
Cinema Night 

On Thursday 7th December, 35 pupils 
attended our Film Night, hosted by the 
‘Friends of Elms Bank’. Pupils and staff 
settled down to watch the Christmas 
favourite Elf with hotdogs, popcorn 
and lots of treats. The night was     
enjoyed by all and pupils were all   
extremely well behaved.  

The next meeting of Friends of Elms Bank will be 15th January 2018 at 5pm.  
Everyone welcome. 
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Festive Choir Trip to  

St Georges Church 
 

A small number of the school choir have 
been entertaining the crowds at St Georges' 
church with their winter wonderland          
carols.  They played to over 40 customers as 
they enjoyed a festive lunch.   

The congregation very generously  donated 
over £100 as a 'thank you' for all their efforts.  
The Arts team will be buying something    
special with this money. 
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We are delighted to announce that from 8th January 2018 we will be  
working in partnership with new caterers T(n)S Catering Management, 
cooking fresh food on site every day under the supervision of a passionate 
team of chefs and catering professionals.  We are proud to be preparing 
our lunches from fresh, local ingredients every day, and our onsite cook 
will continue to be able to cater from specific dietary requirements where 
necessary. 
 
We would like to highlight a few school meal initiatives… 
 
 There will be a fresh new menu with a daily choice of two hot main 

courses, plus jacket potatoes with fillings 
 New funky food concepts such as our ‘one-pot wonders’ and ‘street 

eats’ will be added to the menu 
 A new cold ‘grab & go’ offer will be launched, with pupils able to 

choose their own selection from our new chilled retail display 
 They can eat as much as they like from our salad bar including a 

range of salads, raw vegetables, homemade bread and fresh fruit 
 There’s a choice of puddings every day, and fresh fruit is always 

available 
 A choice of drinks will accompany meals, including milk, fruit 

squash and water 
 You don’t have to sign up for school meals every day if you don’t 

want to; simply choose which days you would like your child to eat 
and you can supply a packed lunch on other days 

 If your child happens not to like the meal that was chosen, our      
on-site chef will change the meal to make sure he/she doesn’t go 
back to class hungry 

 If your child has any allergies or dietary requirements, we can     
provide any information on our recipes that is needed to help make 
decisions, and meet with you as the parent or guardian to go 
through the menus if requested.  Our catering staff are all trained 
in managing allergens and we are always happy to accommodate 
individual requirements 

 
Please have a look at the menu leaflet that will be 
sent home. More information can be found at 
www.tnscatering.co.uk or on the company  
Facebook page! 
 
We hope to see your child for lunch soon. 

School Dinners 

http://www.tnscatering.co.uk
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Dinner money is due at the beginning of each week.   

Cost is £11.50 per week. 

Please pay via ParentPay, if you need any assistance with 
this, please contact the office. 

MOBILE PHONES 

All mobile phones must be given to the office at the start of the 

day.  They will be kept safely locked away, ready for collection at 

the end of the day. 

REMINDERS 

Refer to www.bury.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 

for qualifying criteria or call 0161 253 5858. 
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Social Opportunities & Activities 

Recommended by Parents of  Elms Bank 

Boomerang Centre 

Sunday - 9.00 am – 11:00 am for  
people with special needs and their 
families only 
 
£4.70 a session 
Unit 2, Woodhill Street, Bury 
0161 764 4842 
 
Boomerang is a multi sensory play 
centre.  A charity formed in Bury in 
2007 by a group of parents and    
carers with a vision to cater for all 
children throughout the region,    
regardless of their ability level or 
needs.   

 
 
 
 
 
Jigsaw, Unit 8, Bury Business Centre, 
Kay Street, Bury,  
0161 253 6853 / 6308  
 
Jigsaw is a sports and social group for 
young disabled people, based in 
Bury. Their aims are to promote fun, 
freedom and Independence; support 
people to enjoy an active social life, 
help people reach their sporting    
potential and maintain a healthy        
lifestyle. 
 
Membership is free. 

Middleton Trampoling Club 
 
Rochdale Leisure Centre, Entwistle Road — 07432 789499 
 
Open to all regardless of age, sex, disability or ability.  Fully trained support staff in 
all classes to provide 1-2-1 support for those who need a little extra help. 
 
Wednesday     Saturday 
7.45pm-8.45pm - recreational session 3.15pm - 4.15pm - recreational session 
      4.15pm - 5.15pm - recreational session 
 £6.00 per hour 
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St. John Ambulance Cadets 
 
These are a great way for teens and 
young people to take part in          
volunteer work and learn valuable 
life skills. 
 
£72 a year or £6 a month 
 
Students entitled to free school meals 
can be offered financial assistance. 
 
0161 443 0100 www.sja.org.uk 
Tuesdays 6.30—7.45 pm 
Sion Street, Radcliffe. 

 

Aiming  
High 

 

Drama and sensory workshops for 
young people with mental and physical 
disabilities. With plenty of artistic and 
creative opportunities these workshops 
are lots of fun and a great way to make 
friends.  
 
Juniors 9-13 
Every Saturday  - 10am-11.30am  £3 
 

Seniors 14-18 
Every Saturday  -  11.30am-1.30pm  £4 
 
The Met, Market Street, Bury  
0161 761 2216  

Autism friendly films are special screenings of children's films, where subtle 
changes to the traditional cinema environment are made, namely: 

 Lights are left on low. 
 The sound is turned down. 
 Trailers and adverts are not played.  
 It's ok for people to move around during 

the screening and make a bit of noise  
 
They’re screened on the last Sunday Morning of every month.  
For more information, and to download a Social Story, please go to  the website.  
 
There’s a Vue cinema in Bury & Bolton. 
 
Go to www.ceacard.co.uk to apply for a card  which enables a disabled cinema 
guest to receive a complimentary ticket for someone to go with them when they 
visit a participating cinema.  

Active Dance Studios 

Dance, drama and gymnastic classes for all ages and abilities.  

Various days, from £3.50 a session 

Studios in Bury and Bolton. 

www.activedance.co.uk   0161 763 5573  
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